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Lawrence E. Waish, the speciat coun-
sel, is looking into the circumstances

OFFlCERS OF CuI-A. under which another intelligence body,

the National Security Agency, provided

NOW S AID TO TEL later used by private citizens involved

in the contra airlift who did not hold

e Members of Congress said their in-

vestigators were trying (0 determine

i by four or five C.1A. field officers

Denials That Agency Broke under scrutiny were appraved by their

Laws on Atdmg Rebels "of a broader effort by Mr. Casey and

other senior agency officials to get

7 BySTEPHEN ENGELBERG D Senator David L. Borgn, Democrat of

Spccial to The New York Timas Oklahoma, the chairman of the Senate

nteliigence A icers dence had emerged suggesting that the

VIO 1atements highest levels of the C.LA. other than

tors about contacts with the contras circumvent the laws on contra aid. *‘So

r Drivate supporters that may far, we just have not been able to find
m_——ﬁ—— <
The statements, by several field offi- terview.

cers who worked in Central America, Congressional testimony shows that

contradict the agency’s repeated as- to contra forces and worked as a liai-

surances that none of its employees son between private suppliers and con-

helping the Nicaraguan rebeis. The C.LA. officers linked so {ar, ac-

Among those who revised their cording to Government officials, in-

LA, 8alps, Honduras; an officer in Agua-

con:?"v.: :he;w::k:: r;, t!‘!:!dfln‘t, cate, Honduras, and the station chief in

NEW YORK TIMES
sensitive coding machincs that were
OF TlE TO GONTR AS Government security clearances.
No C.1.A. Link Beyoad Casey
Admissions Would 6o—ntradict whether the dealings with the contras
supervisors, or whether they were part
O -
around the laws.
WASHINGTON, May 23 — Somt Intelligence Committee, said no evi-
3 ; iling the agency's investiga: Mr. Casey were involved in any plan to
have n improper, according to Rea- anything that shows systematic, lns_ti—
Administration officials. tutional involvement,”’ he said in an in-
are the strongest evidence to date o C.LA. officials helped make air drops
violated Congressional restrictions on tra troops in the field.
earlier denials of any connection (o the clude the C.LA. chief of base in Teguci-
Costa Rica, who used the pseudonym

the officials said. A Tomas Castillo. All are still with the
Casey's Role Unclear agency

: i The CLA's support for the contra
u;te: :::‘;:"u:h:l"g:r.m"xz: petwork appears to have been inconsis-

tent C.J.A. officials in Honduras and
The possible consequences include Rica cooperated with the airlift,

reprimands and other disciplinary ac- m station chief in E) Salvador
ton, including dismissal. refused, officials said.

In three weeks of Congressional A 4
hearings on the Iran-contra case, key Damage 0 C.LA. Fearw
witnesses have also said they believe The investigations have touched
that William J. Casey, the former Di- some of the Government's most scnsi-
rector ol Central Intelligence, was tive intelligence agencies. One exam-
aware of and supported the White pie is the National Security Agency.
House-directed program to aid the con- which collects electronic !melllgem;e.
tras. The full extent of the role played mi“ Jiﬁcct::‘o?f ‘gf ﬁg?;o“g.;“ggxm
by Mr. Casey, who died this month, re-
mains unclear.

\
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i Agency. Lieut. Gen. Wiillam E. Odnm.-P
has acknowlcdged that s agency gave
the classificd devices to Lieut. Col. Qh-
ver }.. Noith, the White House uide who
was dismisscd from the Natonal Se-
cutity Councit alter early disclosures
of his role in the lran-vontra case.

According to Congressional officials,
Genera) Odom and his aides helieved
Colonei North would use the devices for
counterterrorism activities, and were
not aware they were insicad distrib-
uted to people involved in the contra
aid progrum who did not hold Govern-
ment security clearances,

In testimony on May 5, Maj. Gen.
Richard V. Secord sakr Colonel North
had given him and those working with
him the sophisticated code nachines.
Soveral messages between General Se.
cord and Colonel North that were writ-
ten on the machines were submitted as
evidence.

The intense focus on the C.1.A. by ine
vestigators has stirred concern amon
some officials that the Iran-contra af-
fawr could dammwmgem agen-
cles whose confi and capabilitics
have been only recently rebuilt.

some officials rccalled the after-
math of the investigations in the mid-
1970's into assassinations and other
agency misdeeds, when the C.lA.
backed away from any risky operation
that could lead to public embarrass-
ment. The officinls expressed fears
that the latest investigations could
have the same cffect.

Senators Boren and Willlam S.
Cohen, the Mame Republican who is
deputy chairman of the Senate Intelli-

gence Cammttee, sisid those apprehen-
slons were unfounded. Senator Cohen 7
said he had seen no slackening in

C.1.A.'s boldncss, and noted that the
committee was in the process of favor.
ably reviewing scveral new covert ac-
tions. He declined to describe them.

Different Explanations for Ald

Investigators for the Congressional
commitices that are now conducting
hearings on the Iran-contra affair, and
for Mr. Walsh, the independent counsel,
are looking at several different expla-
nations for the cooperation of intell-
gence officials with Colonel North's
contra aid program.

The National Security Agency, for in-
stance, provided Colone! North with 16
:_9.18 machines of a Lvpe known as the
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K1.-43, usced for transmitting messages
i code. Each month, & mid-level offi-
<1l of the agency arranged for Colonel
Nurlh to recerve specially preparcd
code-key cards nceded (o operate the
machines.

Government officials said it was un-
usual fur that many machines to be
checked out for an extended period.
They said Colonel North alsa asked
that some machines be prepared for
distribuvion to forcigners, a request
they called unusual.

None of this caused officials of the
National Sccurity Agency to question
further Colonel North's statement that
the machines were needed for some un-
specificd counterterrorism work, ac-
cording to Congressional officials.

*No Follow-up’

“There were a lot of assumptions,
and no follow-up,”" Senator Cohen said
of the ncident. "“Everyone assumed
that if they were requested by ‘Gen.
eral’ North it must huvc been cleared
by the highest levels.”

The purticipants felt the machines
were esscntial to the aid network be-
cause they prevented cavesdropping
by the Sovict Union and Cuba from a
base in Cuba and made it difficult for
the Nauonal Sccurity Agency itself to
overhear phone conversations.

A machine also went to the C.1.A. sta-
tion chief in Costa Rica, Mr. Castillo,
who used it 10 send messages outside
the C.1.A.’s normal channels.

The National Security Agency is not
to be confused with (he Natienal Se-
curty Council, which operates out of
the White House and analyzes intelli-
gence,
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